Academy of Medical Educators hopes to change this. The Academy is 'the professional organisation for all involved in the education and training of medical students and doctors.' 4 Recently established, the Academy will provide leadership, promote standards and support all those involved in the academic discipline of medical education. It will promote research and will lay out a clear curriculum for medical educators. Already progress is being made on many of these fronts.
A draft curriculum has been drawn up and is available on the Academy website at http:// www.medicaleducators.org/resources.asp. The curriculum group has chosen educational roles as themes and hopes that this will allow 'many different kinds of educators to see how they may develop within current roles as well as adopt new ones'. The themes it concentrates on are the core values of educational professionals, design and planning of learning activities, teaching and supporting learners, assessment and feedback to learners, educational scholarship and educational governance. But none of this is set in stone. If you feel that the curriculum group should take a different approach or has missed important concepts then do get in touch via the website.
The Academy will also speak out for its members and learners on important issues of the day. Already it has drawn up a response to the Tooke report and will provide an educationalist perspective on other such reports in the future. 5 So what can the Academy do for you? Quite simply it will give you the opportunity to show your expertise in medical education through a formal process. In other words, it will enable you get credit and recognition for work that has too often gone unrecognized in the past. It is open to clinicians and non-clinicians and is not just for those working full-time in medical education. 6 The Academy was once an aspiration but is now a reality: the first council meeting took place in January 2008, and further meetings are planned throughout the year. Foundation members will not be turning back, even if they are stung by jellyfish.
